C18045432> 


s 


oe conesonrsas, CONFBRUGYLA S STFIED | 


. ‘Printed By: Cynthia H. Akuetteh 


- p RGov & 


ACTION ARA-01 


INFO LOG-60 ACDA-08 ACDE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-G0 DOBE-00 SRPP-00 I Wy 
bS-00 H-01 TEDE-00 INR-0O LAB-012 L-01 ADS-00 
NSAE-00 NSCE-00 OMB-01 OPIC-01 PA-00 PM-00 PRS-~00 


P-900 Cxr0-00 SCT-00 SP-00 TRSE-00 T-00 © BMB-00 


eee RELEASED IN PART 


R 0211302 FEB 98 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS B6, Bl, 1.4(D) 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9563 

INFO USCINCSO MIAMI FL 

USIA WASHDC 1403 

DIA WASHDC 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 02 OF 02 CARACAS 000276 


E.D. 12958: DECL; 01/30/98 
TAGS: PGOV, PREL, VE 
SUBJECT: RADICAL CAUSE JOINS IRENE 


REF: CARACAS 112 


CARACAS 01 OF 02 276 ‘ 


a <a 


1. (CC) the radical cause party (lcr) intends to ride the irene 2 2 2 2 2 ou. 
bandwagon to victo: in_a_1998 alectoral coalition. Gs dade Bn a werent tr Fre wT e Fy B6 
told poloff that 

independent irene saez, mayor of chacao, will form a powerful 

alliance based on political forces (perhape to he cabled "the 

people's force") largely outside the traditional parties and even 

outside caracas. apart from lcr and irene’s own party, made up 

mostly of political neophytes, irene will draw support from several 








26. tel, ek ae ee 8 oe ae lee B6 
told polott january 29 that former ier eae 

presidential candidate andres velasquez had concluded that another 

run for the presidency in 1998 was unrealistic. [_] described 

velasquez, who got 22 percent of the vote in 1993 (compared with 30 

percent for caldera), a3 “an electoral phenomenon,” i.e., a non- 

major party candidate who emerges suddenly. he said history shows 

that such phenomena, like past presidential candidates wolfgang 

larrazabal, jovito villalba, and miguel angel burelli rivas, never 

do well on their second try. 
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S. (c} using the working title of "the people’s force," the 
alliance will continue to grow but will not include any of 
venezuela's major political parties. 





6. {c) [} saie “‘9aee (famous for the vagueness of her B6 
plarform) will run on a very specific "plan of action" that is 

still being worked out. he said the major elements will be a 

frontal attack on poverty, with emphasis on education, health, 

jobs, and fighting crine.[ told poloff that when saez 

begins to speak out, "everyone will be surprised, and her rating in 


the polls will jump from 40 to 60 percent." (see caracas 254 on ‘ 
presidential polling.) 


7. (ol ear aes ett the wajor parties rue the day they sex B6 
the pol ca @centralization process in motion. today all the 
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top presidential candidates are products of decentralization, 
mostly from outside caracas and in opposition to ad and copei. if 
lcr-irene wina the electica (leads, they will reinforce 
decentralization, transforming the country by empowering the 
states, cities, and towns to the detriment of the central 
government and political party bosses. the idea, he said, is to 
greatly enhance people’s participation in making decisions that 
affect their furure. he said economic reforms now underway, 
including privatization, will conrinue. 
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